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STAT

The Red Brigades Have Strange Partnersin Crime"

. Rome

. 'To prove they were still alive and well,
- Jtaly’s Red Brigades recently murdered
the police chief in Naples. They claimed to
have magked him for execution because of
his implacable war on the Camorra, a Nea-
politan version of the Mafia whase currem
gangster bosses could have taught Al Ca-
pone & thing or two. The Camorra “has in-

By Claire Sterling,

vented a new quality of struggle™ against

the enemies of the proletariat, sajd the Red -

Brigades.

This pronouncement confirms just one
of the shady connectiars formed by the -
Red Brigades over the years: with organ- .

ized erime, the "'black™ neu-fascist right, -

the international drug traffic and the KGB.
The evidence on all these counts, provided
by past and presznt Red Brigaders in com-
muniques, confessions and testimony in
court, has been co ine to light pleee by
piece,

The links among all of Italy‘s lenwinz
terrorist groups and the whole of Italian -
gangland—-the Neapolitan Camorra, Cala-
bria's ‘Ndrangheta, Sicily’s Mafia-were
first revealed by the “repentant” Cario
Fioront in 1979. Corroborated later by doz-
ens of other pentiti, Floron] exposed a long-
standing informal agreement. with the
criminal underworid to kidnap for ransom,

) money to munee the kidnapping and mur-
der of Christian Democratic statesman -
Aldo Moro a year later.

One terrorist unit, United Commmﬂst
Combat (UCC), was set up in 1976 t6 spe-

-

cialize in armed robbery. Its most spectac-

ular joint raid with the ‘Ndrangheta, on a

Club Mediterranee beach camp in Cala-

bria, netted more than $2 million in cash

and jewels. A UCC member of that raiding .
teamn, Raffaele Reggio, was arrested last
January for trafficking in drugs.

Just two weeks ago, Milan poliee
rounded up 20 members of another special-
ized terrorist ring called the Revolutionary
Communist Committees. (Co.Co.Ri.}. Also
Jormed in 1978, it had as its dual purpose to -

finance' and arm_ other terrorist bands of ...

whatever persuasion—black or red, right "
or left. In six years it pulled off 60 major

" holdups, parceling the money out with an

vestigators: were then led to at least two

sensational discoveries. One—revealed this'

month with the indictment of 62 black and
.red terrorists—was the existence of a joint
service network catering to both sides.
Through a 1979 mutual.aid agreement the
service offered medical care for the
wounded, false passports for those on the
run, emergency financing (through holdups
and the drug trade): and hlgh-qnallty So-
. ~viet-bloc weapons. w -l

Tradng that mpom route
indictment in January revealed the exis-

What could be more damning, for terronists killers
" _calling themselves communist revolutionanies, than their
- entangling alliance with fascists, the Mafia, dope-smug-

glers and the Souviet-bloc secret services?

even hand. It had also procuréd massive
supplies of weapons, largely of Soviet-bloc

origin, sold at cheap “'political” prices by -

radical Palestinian groups in Lebanon and .

paid for partly with the proceeds of heroin *

sales, The weapons too were distributed
evenhandedly to black and red terrorists.

Co.Co.Rl.’s fugitive founder and leader,
Oreste Scalzone, has been exposed by sev--
eral of his repentant comrades as Col. Qad:

hafi's man, kept generously in weapons',;,
. and funds by Libya's leader in the bope of

spreading revolutionary disatfection.” Scal

other foreign connections made by Italy's -
Jeft-wing underground and once spoke of
the Red Brigades as “‘an emanation of the
Soviet KGE." Nevertheless, the fellow he .
chose to supervise weapons procurement

.and delivery, Maurizio Foitni, has beer in-

dicted as a KGB agent. .
Folini was first fingered in the spring of
1381 by a repentant left-wing terrorist. In-

tence of a huge itnernatlonal gun- mnmnz )

ring that provided Soviet-bloc -weapons,
shipped through: theé Middle East -and
Libya, to Italy's right- and Jeft-wing terror
ists. An intersecting ring smuggled heroin

into Italy through Bulgaria from Turkey.’

"Heroin sales helped cover the cost of the
weapons, The ring was operated by Liby-
ans, Syrians, anti-Sadat Egyptians and cer
tain unnamed Palestinian groups in Leba-

non and backed by the secret services of .
" Libya, Syria and Russia, ;
zone appears himself to have disappoved of ~

Maurizio Folini, acting for na.ly's
Co.Co.Rl., had been the ring’s chief courier

'.toandb-omubanon.lnmrnemmdeda

summit meeting of the ring's leaders In

Damascus; upon driving back through Bul- '

garia with a load of weapons, he had an en-
-counter with the Bulgarian secret police—
described in court by Folinl's ‘traveling
‘companion on that trip—that established
him unmistakably as a KGB agent. At
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